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PROPOSED FEDERAL VAPING REGULATIONS FAIL TO PROTECT  
YOUTH FROM MINT AND MENTHOL FLAVOURS 

Huge concession to the vaping industry  
that will undermine efforts to protect youth from vaping 

 

Edmonton, Montréal: Health groups are anticipating a massive shift to mint and menthol 
flavoured vaping products by Canadian youth if the Federal government approves new draft 
regulations that were published today in the Canada Gazette. 
 

“The proposed regulations will not adequately protect Canadian youth from flavoured vaping 
products” said Les Hagen, executive director of Action on Smoking & Health (ASH 
Canada).  “Menthol is the second most popular flavour among youth vapers.  A partial ban on 
flavoured vaping products in the U.S. resulted in massive switching to menthol flavoured 
products.  We expect a similar result in Canada if these regulations are approved.” 
  

“Health Canada made the same mistake in 2009 when they exempted menthol from a ban on 
flavoured cigarettes and cigarillos” Hagen added. “Subsequent surveys revealed that kids were 
using menthol cigarettes at twice the rate of adults.  It took the federal government eight long 
years to correct this problem and to finally ban menthol cigarettes.  In the interim, thousands of 
Canadian youth starting smoking menthol cigarettes and many became addicted.  The menthol 
mistake should not be repeated.” 
  

“This proposed regulation doesn't make any sense. There is no scientific justification for 
exempting menthol vaping products," says Flory Doucas, co-director and spokesperson for the 
Quebec Coalition for Tobacco Control. "Menthol is the second most popular flavour among 
youth, tied with mango. We know that flavours are one of the main factors that attract young 
people to vaping, causing all kinds of health risks in addition to being one of the most addictive 
substances on the planet. If the goal is to protect youth from the insidious tactics of the vaping 
industry, then this proposed regulation does not get a passing grade. In a context where the goal 
is to reverse a well-established phenomenon, we must not only prevent but also reduce, which 
makes these half-measures unacceptable. " 
  

According to The Lobby Monitor magazine, the Canadian Vaping Association has been the 
been most active of all the lobbies/lobbyists on Parliament Hill during the month of May.  This is 
in addition to the many sustained and well-funded lobbying campaigns coming from this same 
industry. Yet many health groups have been sounding the alarm in recent months about the 
possibility of menthol being exempt exempted given several indications to that effect: full-page 
ads, press releases, news columns, and letters to all federal MPs.  As part of these 
communications, Health Canada's historic mistake - exempting menthol as part of the 2009 
tobacco flavour ban - was raised. 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ashnew/pages/406/attachments/original/1624049951/Federal_menthol_vaping_exemption_news_release_2021-6-18.pdf?1624049951
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ashnew/pages/406/attachments/original/1624049951/Federal_menthol_vaping_exemption_news_release_2021-6-18.pdf?1624049951
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/pdf/g1-15525.pdf
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/pdf/g1-15525.pdf
https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/emerging-tobacco-products/weak-restrictions-flavored-e-cigarettes-lead-explosive
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ashnew/pages/405/attachments/original/1623867485/The_menthol_mistake_Hill_Times_ad.pdf?1623867485
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ashnew/pages/405/attachments/original/1623867485/The_menthol_mistake_Hill_Times_ad.pdf?1623867485
https://www.lobbymonitor.ca/node/7840
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ashnew/pages/405/attachments/original/1623867485/The_menthol_mistake_Hill_Times_ad.pdf?1623867485
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ashnew/pages/405/attachments/original/1623867485/The_menthol_mistake_Hill_Times_ad.pdf?1623867485
https://ipolitics.ca/2021/06/16/will-health-canada-allow-menthol-in-vaping-products-too/
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"It appears that Health Canada and Health Minister Patty Hajdu refuse to learn from the mistakes 
of the past. This concession to the vaping industry will come at the expense of thousands of young 
people who will continue to be attracted to vaping via mint or menthol flavours. In the U.S., many 
young people have turned to menthol products as a result of similar this flavour exemptions," 
says Doucas. 
  
"Authorities should allow non-tobacco flavours only for products that pass the products that pass 
Health Canada standards for approval as smoking cessation medications or therapies. It has never 
made sense to allow a for-profit industry to market nicotine products that are extremely 
appealing and easy to use for youth and others who have never smoked. " 

  
Health groups are urging the Federal government to close the proposed mint/menthol loophole 
when finalizing the regulations. 
  
Over 400,000 Canadian youth are using vaping products according to Health Canada’s latest 
survey conducted in 2019.  Youth who vape are three times more likely to start smoking 
according to published research. 
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Contact: 
Flory Doucas: 514-515-6780 (cell) 
Les Hagen: 780-919-5546 (cell) 

 

https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/press-releases/2021_06_07_jama-network-open-study
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/press-releases/2021_06_07_jama-network-open-study
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/canadian-student-tobacco-alcohol-drugs-survey/2018-2019-summary.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/canadian-student-tobacco-alcohol-drugs-survey/2018-2019-summary.html

